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Abstract: Google’s mapping tools have invited a host of criticisms, ranging from 

its geo-political hegemony to its perpetuation of colonialist map projections to its 

surveillant practices in its use of satellite and photographic imagery. Google Map 

Maker, a “social mapping” tool that combined the affordances of Google Maps 

and Wikipedia, came to its “untimely” death in 2017 due to the subversive 

practices of its users, which exposed both Google’s hegemonic dominance and its 

user-base’s complacency in perpetuating such logics. 
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